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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The prior art documents submitted by the applicant in the Information Disclosure 
Statement filed on August 18, 2006 and June 7, 2007 have all been considered and made of 
record (note the attached copy of form PTO-1449). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 19 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Galtarossa et al. (POTDR techniques for measurement of fiber birefringence properties, cited 
by Applicant). 

4. Regarding claims 19 and 20, Galtarossa et al. discloses an apparatus comprising a source 
of electromagnetic radiation optically coupled to a fiber, a POTDR measurement apparatus 
optically coupled to the fiber to obtain a state of polarization spatial function from a 
backscattered electromagnetic field, said SOP spatial function being defined by a plurality of 
components; and a data processor for processing the SOP spatial function. See Figure 1 . 
Furthermore, it has been held that the recitation that an element is "adapted to" perform a 
function is not a positive limitation but only requires the ability to so perform. It does not 
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constitute a limitation in any patentable sense. Therefore, the limitation regarding the data 
processor being "adapted to" perform the various functions has not been given patentable weight. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5 . Claims 1 1 - 1 8 are allowed. 

6. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: the 
prior art of record does not disclose or fairly suggest, either alone or in combination, the method 
of determining characteristic spin parameters of a spun optical fiber comprising: processing the 
SOP spatial function by: calculating a further spatial function related to the spatial first derivative 
of at least one of said components of the SOP spatial function; identifying a spatial periodicity of 
said further spatial function; and determining said characteristic spin parameters as a function of 
said spatial periodicity. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: U.S. Patent 6,920,270. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sarah Song whose telephone number is 571-272-2359. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 7:30am - 6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rodney Bovernick can be reached on 571-272-2344. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-2 17r9 197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Sarah U. Song/ 
Sarah Song 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2874 



